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Course Objectives
1. This course is meant to be an introduction to discourse analysis from a linguistic perspective. An interactive, activity-based approach to the study of language in use will be adopted in order to help students understand language structure and variety. Emphasis will be placed on topics such as discourse structure, worldviews, register, genre, literacy, speech acts, communication and technology, among others. A variety of texts will be used, including literary excerpts, advertisements, junk mail, political speeches, telephone conversations, and Internet chat.  
2. This course will also educate teacher candidates to be personally and professionally successful in the 21st century and will enhance the global competitiveness of the institution and our graduates. 

Student Learning Outcome 
Upon successful completion of the course, teacher candidates should be able to… understand how structure contributes to meaning [in] spoken and written language (NCDPI ESL Standard 1).
Assessment
Teacher-candidate assessment for this course will be based on the following: 
1. Homework assignments. Several homework assignments will be given during the semester, meant to insure that the teacher candidates have internalized the concepts discussed in class. 
2. In-class discussion participation. As seen in (2) above, teacher candidates will be expected to be active and knowledgeable participants in the in-class discussion of reading materials. Some of those discussions will be closely observed by the instructor, who will grade the candidates’ degree of conversancy with those materials and their involvement and participation in discussions; such grades will be made known to candidates following the classes wherein they were earned. 
3. Research project. Each candidate will develop and conduct a research project and write it up in the form of a research paper with four sections: literature review, method(s), results/discussion, and conclusion. The project may be on any topic related to course materials, but it need to be approved by the instructor in advance. 
In preparation for the project, teacher candidates will select (as early in the semester as possible!) a research topic and will conduct a thorough review of references on their topic—books, chapters in edited books, journal articles, and possibly web pages with.org or .edu extension. A minimum of 12 (twelve) sources will be consulted, of which at least 8 (eight) will be cited in the paper. These sources will provide the theoretical and/or methodical framework for the candidate’s research, and they will be amply presented and discussed in the literature review section of the paper. 
The method(s) section will give a detailed description of the subjects, materials, texts—whichever applicable—and procedure(s) used in the study. 
The results and discussion section will present the findings, using an appropriate combination of numerical data and textual examples, and will compare/contrast the candidate’s findings with findings mentioned in the literature, if applicable. 
As for the conclusion, it will reiterate the main findings of the study and their relevance, and it will indicate the need for further research, if applicable. The research paper will be written in APA style.

4. Oral presentation of research. Each candidate will make a 15-to-20-minute oral presentation of his or her research. The presentation will be conference-presentation style—i.e., it will be ppt-based and it will provide key points, examples, tables (if relevant), and selected references. 
5. Written exams. There will be a midterm exam and a final exam, each of which will involve three types of questions: essay questions, short-response questions, and definitions, respectively. All of the questions on the exams will be based on the reading materials and in-class discussions thereof.
Assessment Criteria 

All the work submitted will be evaluated using a 100-point scale. The class discussion participations, research papers, and oral presentations of those papers, respectively, will be evaluated using the rubrics below.  As for the criteria underlying homework-assignment and written-exam grades, they will be scientific accuracy and depth of insight. Different weights will be assigned to the different types of questions on the exams (essay questions, short-response questions, and definitions), and the specific weight of each of those will be made known through the review sheets given out at least one week before the exam.   

Rubric: Class discussion participation
	Excellent

100        95         90
	Good

85              80


	Acceptable

75              70


	Poor

    60        50         40



	___ Very informative content, very good structuring, insightful connections among ideas
	___ Informative content, good structuring, connections among ideas
	___ Informative content, adequate structuring, but problems with coherence or progression of ideas
	___ Non-informative content, poor structuring, lacking coherence

	___ Fluent delivery, no unnecessary pauses
	___ Some pauses between ideas or words within intonation units, with little effect on processing, though
	___ Somewhat long pauses between ideas or words within intonation units, somewhat affecting processing
	___ Long pauses between ideas or words within intonation units, negatively affecting processing

	___ Evidence provided substantial, specific and/or illustrative; sophisticated ideas, particularly well developed and supported
	___ Evidence provided sufficient and consistent; ideas well developed and supported


	___ Evidence provided adequate to explain some key concepts, but may lack sufficient supporting details


	___ Little or no evidence provided in support of ideas


Average earned = _______
Rubric: Research paper
	Excellent

100        95         90
	Good

85              80


	Acceptable

75              70


	Poor

    60        50         40



	__ excellent introduction of research topic 
	__ good introduction of research topic
	__ acceptable introduction of research topic
	__ poor introduction of research topic

	__ relevant literature, excellent presentation and discussion thereof 
	__ relevant literature, good presentation and discussion thereof 
	__ relevant literature, acceptable presentation and discussion thereof 
	__ irrelevant literature, or poor presentation and discussion thereof 

	__ excellent presentation of research rationale 
	__ good presentation of research rationale
	__ acceptable presentation of research rationale
	__ poor presentation of research rationale

	__ excellent description of research method, facilitating duplication thereof
	__ good description of research method, facilitating duplication thereof
	__ acceptable description of research method, yet not quite facilitative of research duplication
	__ poor description of research method, rendering duplication thereof difficult or even impossible

	__ excellent description and interpretation of research findings
	__ good description and interpretation of research findings
	__ acceptable description and interpretation of research findings
	__ poor description and/or interpretation of research findings

	__ outstanding indication of relevance of research findings
	__ good indication of relevance of research findings
	__ acceptable indication of relevance of research findings
	__ poor, if at all present, indication of relevance of research findings

	__ faultless usage of APA style, in-text citations and references alike
	__ good usage of APA style, only one error
	__ acceptable usage of APA style, only two/three errors 
	__ poor usage of APA style, three+ errors 


Grade earned = ​​​​______

Rubric: Oral presentation of research paper
	Content & organization
	Fluency of delivery
	Audience awareness

	Non-informative content, poor structuring
	60

65
	Long pauses between ideas or words within intonation units, negatively affecting understandability
	60

65
	Unprofessional attitude and tone during most of the presentation—i.e., rare eye contact with (part of) audience and/or inappropriate responses to audience questions
	60

65

	Informative content, adequate structuring, somewhat concise
	70

75


	Somewhat long pauses between ideas or words within intonation units, somewhat affecting understandability 
	70

75


	Professional attitude and tone during most of the presentation—some eye contact with (part of) audience and appropriate responses to audience questions
	70

75



	Informative content, good structuring, somewhat concise
	80

85
	Some pauses between ideas or words within intonation units, with  little effect on understandability, though
	80

85
	Professional attitude and tone during the presentation—i.e., frequent eye contact with audience and appropriate responses to audience questions
	80

85

	Highly informative content, very good structuring, concise
	90

95

100
	Fluent delivery, no unnecessary pauses 
	90

95

100
	Highly professional attitude and tone during the presentation—quasi-permanent eye contact with audience, appropriate responses to audience questions
	90

95

100


Average earned = ______

Core Abilities

Teacher candidates will be exposed to the following core abilities:

Multi-cultural Perspective



Aesthetic Response

Communication




Problem Solving

Critical Thinking 

Assessment of Core Abilities

The measurement instruments used to assess teacher candidates’ achievement of the core abilities will include, but will not be limited, to the following:

MULTI-CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE: accepting diversity in all its aspects, including opinions/ideas other than, and possibly contrary to, one’s own and speaking/writing styles other than one’s own; getting ready to work with culturally diverse students—learners of English as a second/foreign language

AESTHETIC RESPONSE:  presentations (research report and scholarly article)—quality and worth of visuals 

COMMUNICATION:  quality and depth of in-class discussion participation 

PROBLEM SOLVING:  research project—finding a niche and occupying it

CRITICAL THINKING:  research paper—finding and presenting the topic-relevant literature, interpreting research findings, and comparing/contrasting findings of different research studies
Methods of Teaching  

The following means to disseminate information will be used:

Lectures, Powerpoint presentations, In-class discussions, Hands-on 

Evaluation of Performance

Homework assignments


= 
20%

Class discussion participation

=
15%

Research paper



=
20%

Oral presentation of research paper

=
  5%

Midterm exam

 

=
20%

Final exam 



= 
20%

Grading Scale

Course grades will be determined using the following scale:

A 
(Excellent) 

– 
90 and above   

B 
(Good)


– 
80.00 - 89.99    

C 
(Marginal)

– 
70.00 - 79.99   

F
(Failing)

– 
69.99 and below

Course Expectations 

Teacher candidates are expected to come to class regularly and behave in a manner befitting an academic setting. Cell phones and electronic devices will be in the “off” mode or on “silent” during class. Homework assignments are expected to be turned in when due, yet they will be accepted as late-work, as well—with a 20-point penalty—as long as they are turned in during the class period immediately following due date. A research paper not turned in on the due date will lead to a penalty of 5 points per calendar-day.

Note: No late-work penalty will apply where one’s failure to submit an assignment or one’s research paper when due is brought about by an excused absence, where “excused” translates as documented illness or jury service.  
Cheating and Plagiary 

Cheating and plagiary are serious violations of academic honesty, especially in the case of students in a graduate program. Cheating includes, but is not limited to, submitting somebody else’s work as one’s own, sharing assignments, and/or using notes during exams. Plagiarism is using somebody else’s words or ideas without giving them credit. Teacher candidates are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the appropriate documentation standards in the field in order to avoid plagiarizing ideas or language from their sources. If any assignment is found to be plagiarized, the student who submitted it will receive a grade of “0” for the assignment and will fail the course. The student may also be expelled from the graduate program.

Disability Statement 

Students with a documented disability must register with the WSSU Disability Services Office each semester to receive consideration for any accommodations in this course. Accommodations are not retroactive. You may reach the Disability Services Office by emailing waddellm@wssu.edu. 

Tentative Schedule

	January 12
	Introduction; syllabus discussion

Johnstone, Chapter 1

	19
	Johnstone, Chapter 1 (cont’d)

Johnstone, Chapter 2

	26
	Johnstone, Chapter 2 (cont’d)

	February 2
	Johnstone, Chapter 3

	9
	Johnstone, Chapter 3 (cont’d)

	16
	Johnstone, Chapter 7

	23
	Johnstone, Chapter 7 (cont’d)

Midterm review-sheet discussion

	March 2
	Midterm exam

	9
	Spring Break

	16
	Johnstone, Chapter 6

	23
	Johnstone, Chapter 6 (cont’d)

	30
	Johnstone, Chapter 5 

	April 6
	Johnstone, Chapter 5 (cont’d)

	13
	Johnstone, Chapter 4

	20
	Johnstone, Chapter 4 (cont’d)

	27
	Due: Research report

Oral presentation of research 

Final review-sheet discussion

	May 4
	Final exam


